
Janet Reed serves as the ex-
ecutive director of  the Durant 
Area Chamber of  Commerce, 
but she is quick to point out that 
only the title is hers.

“This is not my Chamber of  
Commerce. It belongs to each 
business and individual that 
has invested in it,” she said. 
“It is their Chamber of  Com-
merce.”

Reed says this distinction is 
important because the Cham-
ber doesn’t serve only individ-
ual members. She said the or-
ganization is a group of local 
businesses, individuals and or-
ganizations that are dedicated 
to improving the community. 
And, she said, she was proud of  
the work the Chamber did last 
year.

In the past year several com-
panies have moved to Durant 
or expressed an interest in the 
area. With the opening of  CMC 
Steel Oklahoma last April, to 
the continued work at the Steel-
Fab plant that is expected to 
begin operation soon to Salem 
Tubing which has signed a let-
ter committing to a $60 million 
project that will employ more 
than 140 people with an average 
annual salary of  $55,000, Reed 
pointed out that the area is ex-
periencing explosive commer-
cial growth.

This has resulted in some-
thing of  a labor shortage with 
new employers competing for 
qualified workers. Reed said 
the Chamber has stepped up to 

do its part in a couple of  ways. 
In October the Chamber part-
nered with the Choctaw Nation 
to host a job fair at the Choctaw 
Event Center in Durant. More 
than 360 job seekers perused in-
formation and spoke with rep-
resentatives of  46 companies. 
Reed said that by all accounts 
the event was successful.

“More than 94 percent of  the 
companies were able to hire 
new employees,” Reed said.

While some where hired on 
the spot, others made connec-
tions that resulted in job offers 
in the days after the fair. Ac-
cording to Reed, Cardinal Glass 
reported hiring 12 people who 
first contacted the company at 
the fair.

“I’d say it was a success for 
them,” Reed said.

But the Chamber is not sim-
ply waiting for people to enter 
the job market before it offers 
them assistance. The Cham-
ber also partnered with Work-
force Oklahoma and the public 
schools for an Eighth-Grade 
Career Day. Reed said the event 
was designed to help students 
get an idea of  what they should 
study so they can be prepared 
for life after school.

Reed said most professions, 
doctors, lawyers, etc., are rep-
resented during the career day. 
In addition, the event features 
trades and service industry 
skills. The students are also al-
lowed to request information 
on specific vocations. Reed said 
cosmetology is one of  the more 
popular requests though the 
students often display a wide 

spectrum of interests.
“It’s very interesting to me 

the subjects that they select,” 
she said. “Those kids are our 
future.”

Another program the Cham-
ber is involved in to support 
education is the Magnolia 
Christmas Fest. An extension 
of  the popular annual Magnolia 
Festival, the Magnolia Christ-
mas Fest featured vendors with 
gift ideas, décor, holiday food 
and entertainment. 2018 was 
the Christmas Fest’s inaugural 
year and Reed said it looks like 
it will become another Durant 
tradition.

A portion of  the Christmas 
Fest proceeds support the Jon 
Hazell Magnolia Festival Edu-
cation Scholarship Fund.

Reed said one area in which 
she is especially proud of the 
Chamber’s work is the part it 
played in getting a lodging tax 
passed last April. The reve-
nue generated by the tax will 
be used to promote tourism in 

Bryan County. Reed said the 
committee to administer the 
funds is already at work. They 
have set up a grant system and 
are considering applications for 
projects designed to draw tour-
ists to the area.

Along those lines, Reed said 
the coming year will be busy 
for her and her staff. They are 
committed to 12 trade shows in 
three states to show off  the at-
tractions that can be found in 
Bryan County. She said that in 
her travels she often finds peo-
ple who know about the Casino 
and Choctaw facilities but are 
unaware of  Lake Texoma, or 
downtown Durant or the Okla-
homa Shakespearean Festival 
or the many other events and 
attractions that can be found 
here.

“Many people don’t know all 
that we have to offer,” she said.

One area Reed hopes Durant 
will have to offer in the future is 
the proposed South 9th Avenue 
Arts District. The City of  Du-

rant, Oklahoma Shakespearean 
Festival, Durant Area Chamber 
of  Commerce, Choctaw Nation, 
Durant Main Street, Durant 
Independent School District, 
Imagine Durant, Red River Arts 
Association, SHARE, South-
eastern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity and the Texoma Arts 
Association joined to apply for 
a National Endowment for the 
Arts grant to devise a plan to 
turn South 9th Avenue in Du-
rant into an Arts District.

After several public meetings 
the group produced a plan that 
would expand the street and im-
prove infrastructure while pro-
moting the art and cultures rep-
resented along the street. The 
City is currently finalizing the 
details of  the grant and prepar-
ing to recruit committee mem-
bers to begin working on the 
project. Reed said the Chamber 
plans to continue to be an active 
supporter of  the project.

“We will definitely be moving 
ahead on that,” she said.
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The Durant Area 
Chamber of  

Commerce would 
like to thank the 
Manufacturers 

and Industries for 
choosing Durant as 

their home!

www.durantchamber.org 580.924.0848 Magnolias
City of

Discover Durant and 
ALL we have to offer ...

Gateway to  
Lake Texoma

•
Historic Downtown

•
Home of the World’s 

Largest Peanut
• 

Southeastern  
Oklahoma  

State University
• 

and the Great  
Choctaw Nation

Manufacturing Month has been  

designed to expand the knowledge 

about and improve general public  

perception of Manufacturing’s value 

to the local, state, and U. S. economy.

Working for the community and its businesses
Durant Area Chamber of Commerce 
dedicated to building Bryan County

A representative of 
Roll Offs talks with 
job seekers during 
the job fair spon-
sored by the Durant 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the 
Choctaw Nation. 
Chamber Executive 
Director Janet Reed 
said more than 9o 
percent of the em-
ployers represented 
at the fair reported 
offering work to 
someone as a result 
of contact made at 
the event.

Michael Clements | 
Durant Democrat

BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 



In 2014 BrucePac bought 
the Potters Sausage plant in 
Durant and has been running 
ever since. Robyn Voight, Hu-
man Resources manager for 
the Oregon-based producer 
of  cooked meet products, said 
the company is growing to bet-
ter serve its customers.

“We’re just starting con-
struction on a large industrial 
freezer,” Voight said.

BrucePac was started in 
1949. The company sells pre-
pared meat products to oth-
er companies that produce 
ready-to-eat meals. Bruce-
Pac’s customers make every-

thing from salads, to soups to 
pre-packaged meals.

The company employs 330 
people at the Durant facility. 
The company will add 40,000 
square feet to the existing fa-
cility. 

This will include one 10,000 
square-foot building for 
dry storage, a second 10,000 
square-feet of  cooler and dry 
storage space and a third 
building that will be a 20,000 
square-foot freezer. According 
to Voight, the project will cost 
between $8 and $10 million. 
She doesn’t expect any disrup-
tion to plant operations.

Bob Delveaux, BrucePac’s 
general manager in Durant, 
crews have already started 

work on the first building. If  
all goes well, they will begin 
work on the freezer around 
the beginning of  next year. 
Delveaux said the new addi-
tions will greatly improve the 
company’s ability to serve its 
customers. He pointed out 
that the company’s product 
currently spends quite a bit of  
time on the road because the 
Durant facility doesn’t have 
enough storage.

Currently the company 
ships product to storage facil-
ities in Dallas and Oklahoma 
City. It is then shipped to cus-
tomers from those facilities. 
Delveaux said the new freezer 
will mean BrucePac will be 
able to ship directly to custom-

ers and eliminate the excess 
travel and storage costs.

“With the freezer here on 
site we won’t have to support 
the economies of  Dallas and 
Oklahoma City,” he said.

In addition to storage, 
BrucePac management is 
looking into a fire suppression 
system that will protect its 
product from more than just 
fire.

Delveaux said that most In-
dustrial fire suppression sys-
tems in the United States use 
water sprinklers. So, when a 
fire breaks out property that 
isn’t damaged by fire is often 
damaged by water. In Europe 
low oxygen fire suppression 
systems are more common. 

These systems keep oxygen 
levels in certain rooms low 
enough that a fire can’t start. 
Delveaux said these systems 
are common in museums, gal-
leries, food storage facilities, 
computer centers and other 
places where water could be 
a problem. However, there are 
only four active systems in the 
United States.

Delveaux said the company 
is working with Durant Fire 
Marshal Wade Boyd to deter-
mine the feasibility of  install-
ing such a system in Bruce-
Pac’s facility in Durant.

“We’re researching the pos-
sibility of  installing some-
thing like that in Oklahoma,” 
Delveaux said.
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Your innovative product offerings require sophisticated product development. We have a long history of 
creative Research and Development. An extensive knowledge base you can leverage which spans  

thousands of cooked meat items across multiple species. Couple this with rapid response and you have 
BrucePac, a leader in the design and production of cooked value-added meat products.

With hundreds of tried-and-true recipes, we have a full complement of product offerings. If we don't find a 
fit, we'll help you craft the unique item to meet your customers' demands.

Toll Free: 800-899-3629 
Phone: 503-874-3000

www.brucepac.com

Industry Certifications

Meat 
Products

Private Label  
& Branded 
Co-Packing

Quick  
Response  

R&D

Cooking 
Methods 

& Packaging 
Choices

BrucePac bringing growth, new technology to Bryan County
Company expanding facilities by 40,000 square feet, looking into new firefighting technology
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat

BrucePac has grown significantly since coming to Durant and is planning for even more activity in the coming year.
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RECOGNIZING STRENGTH,  
COMMITMENT & INNOVATION  

IN MANUFACTURING

CMC Steel Oklahoma
Making the Steel that Builds America

584 Old Hwy 70       580.634.5200       www.cmc.com

Commercial Metals Company has a long history as  
a manufacturing company since our inception in 1915.  

Today’s steelmaking process combines technologically  
advanced equipment with hardworking, innovative  
individuals who are committed to making the steel  
that  builds  America.

October is National Manufacturing Month, and this  
month we want to recognize the commitment  
of every employee at CMC – a sincere thanks to  
each of you, the City of Durant and to manufacturers  
across  the  country.  



3527 North Washington Ave.  
Durant, OK 74701

(580) 924-9142
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1061 N. Service Road
Calera, OK 74730

580-434-5727
www.caleramanor.com

We Offer Amenities That Keep 
Our Residents Happy And 

Comfortable:
• Free Wireless Internet

• Free Direct TV
• 24-Hour Nursing Services

by specialized staff
• Skilled Nursing Services

• Long Term Care
and MANY more!

CALERA MANOR

1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road1061 N. Service Road
Call Today for a Tour!

Voted 
Best Nursing 

Home

60
68

73
03

S4

Texoma Utility has
seen much growth

Texoma Utility has a large selection.

Calera Manor is an 82 
bed, skilled nursing fa-
cility serving the area 
at this location since 
1994. 

We offer skilled nurs-
ing care, aggressive re-
habilitation services, 
and long term care. We 
also have private rooms 
available. 

We invite you to ex-
perience our personal 
commitment to excel-
lence and to meet our 
dedicated staff. We are 
sure you will feel at 
home with us…because 
our family cares about 
yours. 

The residents of  Cal-
era Manor are look-

ing forward to passing 
out candy to trick or 
treaters on Halloween! 
Please bring your chil-
dren to Calera Manor 
on Halloween between 
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm. 

The residents love 
seeing the children all 
dressed up in their cos-
tumes! 

Calera Manor to pass 
out candy on Halloween

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment is a family owned 
company that opened in 
Durant in 1984 and has 
seen much growth in its 
time. When the business 
opened, it reconditioned 
power line equipment. 
The business has grown 
steadily every year and 
caters to six surrounding 
counties.

It currently has 14 em-
ployees working in at the 
facility. Texoma Utility 
Equipment is on Face-
book and also has a web-
site, www.texomautility.
com.

it is heavily involved 
in the community such 
as participating in lo-
cal events, fundraisers, 
booster clubs, team spon-
sorships and more.

In 2004 Texoma Utility 
Equipment started car-
rying Kubota Farm and 
Ranch equipment and 
moved into its new loca-
tion at 3527 N Washington 
Ave, Durant in 2005.

In 2007 they started 
dealing with New Holland 
agricultural equipment, 
TORO Mowers, Skagg 
mowers, hand held equip-
ment by Echo and Honda. 
Texoma Utility Equip-
ment now offers Yeti cool-
ers and all Yeti products.

The business has re-
cently seen growth in the 
utility vehicle as well as 
Lawn and Garden depart-
ments.

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment attributes its mar-
ket share growth to re-
peat customers, word of  
mouth and social media.

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment can be contacted in 
the office or by phone at 
(580) 924-9142.

We are Texoma’s 
choice for tractors!

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment is your place for 
the best selection of  New 
Holland and Kubota Trac-
tors. With many in stock, 
ranging from New Hol-
land’s Power Star™ trac-
tors to Kubota’s M series, 
we have what you need 
when you need it.

In It For The Long Haul!
Texoma Utility Equip-

ment offers a full line of  
trailers. Whether you 
are in the market for a 
small utility trailer or a 
large flatbed gooseneck 
we have just the trailer to 
meet your needs. Financ-
ing is available so don’t 
get caught without the 
equipment that you need. 
Come visit us today!

Let us bale you out!
Texoma Utility Equip-

ment has the hay equip-
ment to harvest your 
fields. From cutting, rak-
ing, baling, and putting 
away for storage we have 
what it takes to get the job 
done. Financing is avail-
able so don’t be caught 
without the equipment 
that you need. Come visit 
us today!

We mow over the  
competition!

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment handles lawn care 
tools of  all shapes and 
sizes. Come in to the cool 
this summer as you gear 

up to take on that back-
yard project you’ve been 
putting off  since last year. 
We’ll slide you into the 
seat of  a mower that’s 
guaranteed to make lawn 
care a whole lot easier.

Our prices will blow 
you away!

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment puts the power in 
the palm of your hand. It 
is our pleasure to provide 
you with the tools you 
need to get the job done 
right. Visit our store to-
day to discover new ways 
to get out of  the heat and 
into the shade a whole lot 
sooner.

Bucket Trucks, Utility 
Vehicles, and More!

Texoma Utility Equip-
ment offers new and used 
equipment at a fair price. 
Big or small, we have just 
the tool to take the head-
ache out of  any job. Stop 
by and browse around our 
shop today.

Test, measure and record 
the power of tractors and 
self-propelled machinery

Dynamometers are 
used throughout the 
World to prove engine 
power and performance. 
They are used for routine 
pre-delivery inspection of  
new tractors and self-pro-
pelled machines, and for 
diagnostics and fault-find-
ing on used equipment.

Our Dynamometer can 
carry out tests on the full 
range of  tractors on the 
market today - from com-
pact tractors to forage 
harvesters. 
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YEAR AFTER YEAR THE READERS OF THE DURANT  

DAILY DEMOCRAT HAVE VOTED US NUMBER 1 IN MANY 

CATEGORIES. WALMART APPRECIATES THE TRUST YOU 

PLACE IN OUR QUALITY PRODUCTS AND AFFORDABLE 

PRICES. OUR CUSTOMERS ARE IMPORTANT TO US AND 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR PATRONAGE.

DURANT
3712 W. Main St. 

920-0234

AUG - DEC 10TH

Boys & Girls Club provides opportunities
How it all started:

In November 2009, Durant 
Police Officer Shane Walker 
made an everyday traffic stop. 
What he didn’t know was who 
he was stopping; it was Teresa 
Walch, the Vice President of  the 
Southwest Region of  the Boys & 
Girls Club of  America.

Teresa presented Officer 
Walker with her driver’s license 
and insurance. She was driving 
a rented car and explained to 
Officer Walker with her work 
with the Boys & Girls Club of  
America; they provided rental 
cars because of  the excessive 
travel required. Officer Walker 
was a Boys & Girls Club Alum-
ni member and started asking 
Teresa why there wasn’t a club 
in Durant. She explained to him 
that it had to be a Community 
intuitive, but she would love to 
speak to someone about bring-
ing one to Durant. He immedi-
ately gave her Kari Walker’s 
name and number and told her 
that if  she wanted something 
done in Durant, Kari was the 
person to contact.

Teresa contacts Kari a couple 
of  weeks later in early Decem-
ber. They spoke about what 
would be needed and Teresa 
asks Kari if  she could get prom-
inent community leaders to-
gether for a presentation. Kari 
set up a meeting for mid-Janu-
ary 2010. During this meeting, 
there were over 20 members 
of  the community present, in-
cluding the Durant school, lo-
cal banks, Choctaw Nation, the 
Chamber, plus many other or-

ganizations. Teresa was excited 
from the turnout and told Greg 
Massey, CEO of First United 
Bank &Trust that she had nev-
er had this kind of  interest and 
was excited to see what was 
going to happen in Durant OK. 
Greg immediately told Teresa 
that Kari could make this hap-
pen and he would support her 
efforts. Kari was an employee 
of  First United Bank & Trust! 
Over the next 2 months, Kari 
assembled the beginning of  
a Steering Committee to look 
at possibility to open a Boys & 
Girls Club in Durant. The first 
meeting was in March 2010. The 
committee begin work quickly. 

The first order of  business was 
to adopt a name for the club. 
Would it be Durant Boys & 
Girls Club, Boys & Girls Club of  
Bryan County, or Boys & Girls 
Club of  Durant? The commit-
tee voted and selected the Boys 
& Girls Club of  Durant! Next 
the Articles of  Incorporation, 
BGCA permission to use logo 
request and website were all 
started. In August 2010, Robin 
Schmidt, Boys & Girls Club of  
America’s Regional Service 
Director, came to Durant to 
provide training to the Steering 
Committee, which included re-
quirements and recommenda-
tions for Board membership. 

In October 2010 a Nomination 
committee was developed to 
interview and select the Board 
of  Directors. This process took 
over 3 months and in early 
January 2011 Board members 
were notified of  their selection. 
In February 2011, Kari notified 
all the members selected to the 
Board and the first meeting was 
set for March 2011.

The Board immediately be-
gins working, within the first 
month the By-Laws were ad-
opted and officers were elected. 
The application for 501c3 was 
completed within 3 months 
and approved September 2011. 
The first large fundraiser was 

set for December 2011, The 
Crystal Ball. This event raised 
over $20,000 and had over 200 
guests. In January 2012, the 
Choctaw Nation and Massey 
Foundation announced a com-
munity challenge where each 
organization would match 
$250,000 each once the com-
munity raised the same dollar 
amount.

The Charter application was 
submitted in early December 
2012 and approved on Decem-
ber 19, 2012. This was also the 
first day the Club was open 
for children. In June 2014, the 
Club moved to a more perma-
nent location at 415 N 5th. In 
August of  2016 we assumed the 
administration of  the Boys & 
Girls Club in Swink. On Au-
gust 14, 2017 we opened the 
Boys & Girls Club in Hugo.

The club promotes the fol-
lowing:

1. Academic Success: Youth 
who achieve academic success 
exhibit on-time grade progres-
sion, reading & math proficien-
cy, feel connected to school and 
have high expectations of  suc-
cess.

2. Healthy Lifestyles: Youth 
who maintain healthy lifestyles 
exercise regularly, avoid risky 
behaviors, abstain from sexual 
activity and recognize the im-
portance of  healthy eating.

3. Positive Citizenship: Youth 
who place value on citizenship 
are volunteers, are registered 
to vote and have not been in-
volved in the juvenile justice 
system.

Packets of paint were thrown in the air during the Boys & Girls Club Color Splash Fund Run.
Children of the Boys & Girls Club of Durant are shown with a Durant Fire Department truck 
during the Safety Day event.

The Boys & Girls Club of Durant held a “Water Day. The children enjoyed playing in the water and squirting 
each other with water guns.The Boys & Girls Club of Durant held a “Water Day” Friday afternoon. The children 
enjoyed playing in the water and squirting each other with water guns. The Boys & Girls Club of Durant held a 
“Water Day.” The children enjoyed playing in the water and squirting each other with water guns.



6 • 2018 PROGRESS TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2018 • DURANT DEMOCRAT

Southeastern sees highest 
fall enrollment in 40 years

The present is bright 
and the future looks even 
brighter at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State Univer-
sity.

In July, the University 
announced it would not 
be increasing tuition costs 
for the first time since 2009-
2010. This was certainly 
good news for students and 
their parents, as of  the 25 
public colleges and univer-
sities in Oklahoma, South-
eastern was one of  only six 
to hold the line on tuition.

And the news kept get-
ting better.

Early in the semester, 
University officials an-
nounced that with 4,483 
students, fall enrollment 
had reached its highest 
level in 40 years. Records 
also indicate this ranks 
among the highest-ever 
enrollment totals docu-
mented in the 109-year 
history of  the institution.

This fall’s enrollment 
total represented an in-
crease of  13.3 percent over 
Fall 2017.

Significant enrollment 
increases occurred at both 
the graduate and fresh-
man level.

“As the higher educa-
tion model changes, we are 
adjusting to meet the needs 
of  our students,’’ said 
Southeastern president 
Sean Burrage. For exam-
ple, there is great demand 
today for online learning 
opportunities. Students 
are looking for flexibility 
as they balance their aca-
demic schedules with work 
and various family re-
sponsibilities. As a result, 
in addition to traditional 
face-to-face classroom in-
struction, we are also offer-

ing a number of  academic 
programs completely on-
line, both at the graduate 
and undergraduate level, 
and at a competitive cost. 
These online programs are 
playing a significant role 
in our overall enrollment 
growth.’’

The University began 
expanding its online pro-
grams in Fall 2016. And 
because many of the pro-
grams are completely on-
line, students do not have 
to live within commuting 
distance of  Durant, there-
by broadening the recruit-
ing base.

Significant increases 
in enrollment were seen 
in the Master of  Business 
Administration, Master of  
Education in School Coun-
seling, Master of  Educa-
tional Leadership, Master 
of  Education in Special 
Education, and Master of  
Education in Curriculum 
and Instruction.

Burrage noted that en-
rollment numbers were 
also up at the freshman 
level, including significant 
increases in Bryan County 
and north Texas, which is 
more cause for optimism.

The freshmen enroll-
ment increases over last 
fall were as follows:

• Freshman students: 
13.0% (600 students — 
largest class in six years)

• Bryan County fresh-
men: 28.7%

• Grayson County (Tex-
as) freshmen: 26.7%

Approximately 85 per-
cent of  Southeastern stu-
dents receive financial aid, 
and more than 50 percent 
annually are first-genera-
tion college graduates.

“We believe we offer 

quality academic pro-
grams that are both af-
fordable and accessible 
to students,’’ Burrage. 
“This message appears 
to be well-received by our 
prospective students. As 
a University, we want to 
continue build on this 
growth, while not sacrific-
ing quality.’’

Southeastern is one of  
six institutions governed 
by the Regional University 
System of Oklahoma and 
is accredited by the High-
er Learning Commission. 
In addition, the University 
holds a number of  special-
ty accreditations, includ-
ing The Association to Ad-
vance Collegiate Schools 
of  Business International 
(John Massey School of  
Business) and The Coun-
cil for the Accreditation of  
Educator Preparation.

The University, which 
offers 38 bachelor’s degree 
programs and 13 master’s 
degree programs, is na-
tionally known for such 
fields of  study as Aviation, 
Elementary Education, 
Business, and Occupation-
al Safety and Health.

Southeastern is also 
ranked annually among 
the top 10 schools nation-
ally in producing Native 
American graduates. It 
offers a number of  innova-
tive programs to assist Na-
tive American students, 
who comprise approxi-
mately 30 percent of  the 
total student enrollment.

Athletically, the South-
eastern Savage Storm 
compete in the Great 
American Conference of  
NCAA Division II.

For more information, 
visit www.SE.edu.
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 First Texoma National Bank has a growing tradition that dates back over 
100 years. The bank began as The First National Bank and opened 
for business on Monday, July 11, 1898. A red brick landmark, located 

on the southwest corner of Main and Third streets, raised in 1897-98 
housed The First National Bank until the end of World War I.  

Pillars from the original building now stand on the SOSU campus at the 
Dunlap Boulevard entrance.
The fi rst chartered bank in Durant and Bryan County, it issued a letter to 
the community which stated: “The First National Bank of Durant is 
distinctly an Indian Territory Institution, organized for the purpose of 
giving to the people of Durant and the Indian Territory generally, a 
First-Class banking institution in every sense of the word.”  

After moving to the corner of Main and Second Streets for a time, The 
First National Bank is now located on the northeast corner of Main and 
Third Streets, across from its original location. February 1942, the bank 
celebrated the opening of the bank in a new cream-colored, pressed 
brick building.

In 1982, The First National Bank opened the Motor Bank at the corner 
of Main and Fifth streets. The facility featured a new service for Durant 
residents, an ATM. The full service Northwest Heights Branch at 19th 
and University began operating in 1986. A remodel and expansion to the 
branch was completed in the spring of 2003 to accommodate a larger 
lending staff. Two major expansions have occurred since 1991 at the 
main branch, and the exterior was completely refurbished in 1994. The 
Boswell Bank was added to The First National family in August, 1997. 

“Texoma” was added to the name in December of 2004 to better refl ect 
the region served. Two banks in Sherman, Texas located at 2626 Loy 
Lake Road and 3425 Hwy 1417 were also added to the banking 
family. First Texoma National Bank has over a 100-year history of being 
a steadfast and progressive fi nancial institution. The Directors, Offi cers, 
and staff pledge to continue fi rst-class service to our communities for 
many years to come.

LOCATIONS

580-924-4242 ■ 1-877-202-0975
WWW.FTNB.NET

AT FIRST TEXOMA NATIONAL BANK 
WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON 
BEING COMMUNITY BUILDERS.  
Every dollar that is deposited into FTNB 
is deployed into our local community as 
loans to help build our economy, fund 
local businesses and help provide housing 
and other needs. By banking with us, you are not only fulfi lling your banking 
needs, you are investing in your community, in your neighbors, and our 
Texoma region. Bank with FTNB and become a Community Builder. 

First Texoma National Bank has been a local community bank serving the 
Texoma region for 120 years. We offer the best in technology, relationships 
and rates and is all found locally in your community. 

COME HELP BUILD THE COMMUNITY BY BANKING WITH US!

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
■ Checking and Savings Accounts
■ CD’s and IRA Accounts
■ Mortgage Loans

- Apply Online and be Approved 
in Minutes! Contact Our 
Mortgage Specialists Today!

■ Personal Loans
■ Online Banking & Electronic 

Statements
■ Mobile Banking and Mobile Deposit
■ Online Bill Pay
■ 24 Hour Information Line 
■ Mascot Debit Cards

- Durant, Boswell, Silo, Sherman 
and Southeastern 

■ Business Account Services
■ Remote Deposit Capture

220 West Main
Durant, OK 74701

420 West Main
Durant, OK 74701

1825 West University
Durant, OK 74701

615 Hunter Ave
Boswell, OK 74727

2626 Loy Lake Road
Sherman, TX 75090

3425 Heritage Parkway 
(Hwy 1417)

Sherman, TX 75092
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Skilled Nursing
Rehabilitation

Memory Care Unit
Short & Long Term Stays 

101 Sherrard St.
Colbert, OK 74733

580-296-4500 
Heather Mitchell

Administrator 
S.P.L.C

Special People Loving Care 
For more information on these 

services, please call or stop 
by our office today!

Southern Pointe Living Center

Services Provided:

60688566

S7

Pictured is Southern 
Pointe Living Center 
resident Carla Moore. 
Southern Pointe Living 
Center is conveniently 
located off  of  highway 
75 in Colbert, Oklaho-
ma. 

We are halfway be-
tween AllianceHealth 
in Durant, Oklahoma 
and TMC in Denison, 
Texas. As a member 
of  Colbert’s Chamber 
of  Commerce we are 

proudly serving the 
community’s families 
as their needs arise. We 
offer skilled nursing 
care, aggressive reha-
bilitation therapy ser-
vices, long term care, 
and a secure memory 
unit. 

We are excited to an-
nounce a few new team 
members. 

Missy Butler is our 
new Director of  Nurs-
ing, Crystal Hames is 

our new Assistant Di-
rector of  Nursing, and 
Courtney Daniel is our 
new Activity Director. 

Our residents will be 
passing out candy to 
trick or treaters on Hal-
loween from 7:00 pm – 
9:00 pm. 

Please bring your 
children and get some 
candy. Our residents 
love seeing the children 
all dressed up in their 
costumes! 

Southern Pointe to pass 
out candy for Halloween

1001195.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

COME SEE 
OUR NEW 
LOCATION
TODAY

GREG PHILLIPS 
INS AGENCY INC

Greg Phillips, Agent

618 Bryan Drive
Durant, OK 74701

Bus 580-924-1212  
Fax 580-924-1245
Cell 580-380-7322  
Res 580-924-4433

greg.phillips.p0r7@statefarm.com
gregphillipsinsurance.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Having one special 
person for your car, 
home and life insurance 
lets you get down to 
business with the rest of 
your life. It’s what I do.

GET TO A BETTER STATETM

CALL ME TODAY

Greg Phillips Insurance 
Agency, Inc. is committed 
to its clients. Our agen-
cy provides State Farm’s 
great insurance products 
and financial services 
partnered with the highest 
level of  customer service 
in Bryan County – in doing 
so, we create customers 
for life. Our agency pro-
vides both protection and 
value to its customers. We 
partner with our clients to 
discover and create a plan 
to help our clients manage 
the risk of  everyday life, re-
cover from the unexpected, 
and realize their dreams.  

Greg has been the 
agent and owner of  his 
State Farm agency since 
2006.  Since 1995, Greg has 
worked with State Farm 
Insurance Companies and 
its customers both region-
ally and nationally. Greg’s 
agency practices the Team 
approach and has much 
depth and experience.  
Ange Bivings is the agen-
cy’s office manager with 
over 27 years of  State Farm 
experience in Oklahoma 
and Texas. Gerri Baez, a 
recent Texas transplant, 
brings new sales experi-
ence to the team and is 

also fluent in Spanish for 
our bilingual customers.  
Janene Shipp brings sev-
eral years of  experience in 
owning and operating suc-
cessful businesses in the 
area to our team. Ashton 
Peters brings new sales ex-
perience and handles our 
new customer technology 
initiatives.

While our agency helps 
many Oklahoma families 
with their home and auto 
insurance, we offer many 
more State Farm insur-
ance products in both per-
sonal and business lines.  
Our agency offers busi-
ness insurance for both 
auto and property.  Boat 
insurance is also popu-
lar given the closeness to 
Lake Texoma. The agency 
provides many rural cus-
tomers with insurance for 
their farms and ranches. 
We also provided health 
insurance through many 
products from Blue Cross 
& Blue Shield and State 
Farm. Finally, our agen-
cy is passionate about life 
insurance and helping to 
protect families from the 
financially devastating 
result of  losing a family 
member.   

Greg and his wife of  
twenty years, Marti Phil-
lips, live in Durant and 
have a son, Mason who is 
a junior at Durant High 
School. Greg is a sec-
ond-generation agent hav-
ing learned many of the 
customer service skills 
from his mother, Sandra 
Phillips, who has been a 
State Farm agent in Den-
ison, Texas for 27 years. 
Greg’s family and his 
Team are very active sup-
porters of  the local com-
munity as well and believe 
that an important part of  
being a good neighbor is 
giving back to their com-
munity. Greg is involved 
with the Boys & Girls Club 
of  Durant (board of  direc-
tors and original founding 
board member), Oklaho-
ma Small Business Devel-
opment Center (advisory 
board member), Durant 
Chamber of  Commerce 
(member), Durant Main 
Street (member), John-
ston County Chamber 
of  Commerce (member). 
Leadership Durant (2009) 
Leadership Oklahoma 
(Class XXIII), and Three 
Valley Museum (board 
member).

Greg Phillips Insurance provides 
many services to customers



The Durant Industrial Au-
thority (DIA) has completed 
a successful year and faces 
a challenging new year, said 
Paul Buntz.

So far in 2018 the DIA has 
welcomed CMC Steel Okla-
homa, SteelFab and Salem 
Tubing, a company with the 
Spanish firm Tubacex. Each 
of  the projects promises 
hundreds of  new jobs with 
multi-million-dollar invest-
ments in Bryan County. Buntz 
said if  this trend is to continue 
the city and DIA will need to 
work out differences that have 
plagued them for the past sev-
eral months.

“I can see a need for long-
term funding and a full-time 
director,” Buntz said.

A collection of  local, state 

and federal officials gathered 
last April to officially open 
CMC Steel Oklahoma. Gov. 
Mary Fallin, representatives 
from the Trump administra-
tion and local officials touted 
the facility as an example of  
the growth and prosperity 
that Bryan County has en-
joyed over the past several 
years.

Fallin said the plant rep-
resents a $275 million invest-
ment in the community that 
provides up to 300 local jobs. 
She credited former Durant 
Industrial Authority Execu-
tive Director Tommy Kramer, 
Durant Mayor Jerry Tomlin-
son, and other local officials 
with working together to draw 
the business to Durant. Fallin 
added that the state and local 
officials were aided in their 
work by the fact that Oklaho-
ma is well known as a busi-

ness-friendly state.
“We will continue to be as 

pro-business as possible,” Fal-
lin said.

SteelFab, a North Caroli-
na-based steel fabrication 
company, is on the verge of  
opening its new facility in 
Bryan County. The new plant 
sits on 50 acres in Bryan Coun-
ty and employs more than 100 
people. 

It is the seventh facility for 
the company that has plants 
in North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Virginia, Alabama, 
Georgia, and Texas. The plant 
has started limited production 
and expects to be completely 
online soon.

The DIA is wrapping up a 
deal with Tubacex, a Spanish 
company that manufactures 
industrial metal tubing. The 
company has signed a letter 
of  intent to invest up to $62 

million in a manufacturing 
facility that will employ up 
to 140 full-time workers with 
an average annual salary of  
$55,000. Buntz said the city has 
just appointed a committee to 
study the feasibility of  setting 
up a tax increment finance au-
thority to finance the work.

In recent months the DIA 
board has found itself  at odds 
with the Durant City Council 
on issues of  funding and man-
agement. The differences be-
gan when a city councilmem-
ber asked City Manager Tim 
Rundel if  it was legal for the 
city to pay the DIA’s executive 
director given that the direc-
tor was not accountable to the 
council. In a memo dated Feb. 
21, 2018, City Attorney Thom-
as Marcum wrote that under 
existing law it would not be 
permissible.

Since then the two bodies 

have debated proposed agree-
ments. Last June the DIA 
board voted to break with the 
city and began searching for 
an executive director on its 
own. DIA Board Chairman 
Martin Tucker said the DIA 
can operate for about 3 years 
with the funding it currently 
has. However, he said its oper-
ations would be severely cur-
tailed and that would eventu-
ally have a detrimental effect 
on the Bryan County econo-
my.

Buntz holds out hope that 
the matter will be resolved. 
He said the DIA board and city 
council are still negotiating 
and he believes an agreement 
will be reached.

“I see the need for long-term 
funding and a full-time direc-
tor,” Buntz said. “They’re still 
in negotiations with the coun-
cil.”
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ALL ABOARD
NEXT STOP - DURANT, OKLAHOMA

WE WILL PUT YOU ON THE RIGHT TRACK FOR YOUR FUTURE

3 Area Manufacturing & Distribution Leader
3 Quality Jobs CASH Payment Up to TEN Years
3 Five-Year Property Tax Exemptions
3 Durant Regional Airport - Eaker Field
3 Workforce Campus Training Center For Industry
3 Home of Southeastern Oklahoma State University
3 Oklahoma’s Gateway to Lake Texoma

Durant Industrial 
Authority
580-924-7254

pbuntz@durant.org

Hundreds of jobs, millions in investment come to county
Durant Industrial Authority attracting prosperity to Bryan County
BY MICHAEL CLEMENTS
michael@durantdemocrat.com 

Michael Clements | Durant Democrat
The opening of the CMC Steel Oklahoma facility last April was a high point in the year for the Durant Industrial Authority.
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MORE THAN THE ECONOMY
OUR BUSINESSES BUILD

Choctaw businesses create a foundation for the Nation and for every member’s  
future while helping preserve our past.  When you support the Choctaw Nation,  
you help support all of the Choctaw people. Together, we’re more.

THE RICHARDS 
GROUP 
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